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(vi) Membership in pertinent, profes-
sional organizations. 

(vii) Pertinent professional licenses. 
(viii) A statement that an individ-

ual’s or firm’s practice is limited to 
certain areas. 

(ix) In the case of an enrolled practi-
tioner, the phrase ‘‘enrolled to practice 
before the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms.’’ 

(x) Other facts relevant to the selec-
tion of a practitioner in matters re-
lated to the Bureau which are not pro-
hibited by these regulations. 

(2) Attorneys, certified public ac-
countants and enrolled practitioners 
may use, to the extent they are con-
sistent with the regulations in this sec-
tion, customary biographical inser-
tions in approved law lists and rep-
utable professional journals and direc-
tories, as well as professional cards, 
letterheads and announcements: Pro-
vided, That (i) attorneys do not violate 
applicable standards of ethical conduct 
adopted by the American Bar Associa-
tion, (ii) certified public accountants 
do not violate applicable standards of 
ethical conduct adopted by the Amer-
ican Institute of Certified Public Ac-
countants, and (iii) enrolled practi-
tioners do not violate applicable stand-
ards of ethical conduct adopted by the 
National Society of Public Account-
ants. 

(c) Fee information. (1) Attorneys, cer-
tified public accountants and enrolled 
practitioners may disseminate the fol-
lowing fee information: 

(i) Fixed fees for specific routine 
services. 

(ii) Hourly rates. 
(iii) Range of fees for particular serv-

ices. 
(iv) Fee charged for an initial con-

sultation. 
(2) Attorneys, certified public ac-

countants and enrolled practitioners 
may also publish the availability of a 
written schedule of fees. 

(3) Attorneys, certified public ac-
countants and enrolled practitioners 
shall be bound to charge the hourly 
rate, the fixed fee for specific routine 
services, the range of fees for par-
ticular services, or the fee for an initial 
consultation published for a reasonable 
period of time, but no less than thirty 

days from the last publication of such 
hourly rate or fees. 

(d) Communications. Communications, 
including fee information, shall be lim-
ited to professional lists, telephone di-
rectories, print media, permissible 
mailings as provided in these regula-
tions, radio and television. In the case 
of radio and television broadcasting, 
the broadcast shall be pre-recorded and 
the practitioner shall retain a record-
ing of the actual audio transmission. 

(e) Improper associations. An attorney, 
certified public accountant or enrolled 
practitioner may, in matters related to 
the Bureau, employ or accept employ-
ment or assistance as an associate, cor-
respondent, or subagent from, or share 
fees with, any person or entity who, to 
the knowledge of the practitioner, ob-
tains clients or otherwise practices in a 
manner forbidden under this section: 
Provided, That an attorney, certified 
public accountant or enrolled practi-
tioner does not, directly or indirectly, 
act or hold himself out as authorized to 
practice before the Bureau in connec-
tion with that relationship. Nothing 
herein shall prohibit an attorney, cer-
tified public accountant, or enrolled 
practitioner from practice before the 
Bureau in a capacity other than that 
described above. 

[44 FR 47060, Aug. 10, 1979] 

§ 8.42 Practice of law. 

Nothing in the regulations in this 
part may be construed as authorizing 
persons not members of the bar to 
practice law. 

Subpart E—Disciplinary 
Proceedings 

§ 8.51 Authority to disbar or suspend. 

The Secretary, after due notice and 
opportunity for hearing, may suspend 
or disbar from practice before the Bu-
reau any attorney, certified public ac-
countant, or enrolled practitioner 
shown to be incompetent, disreputable 
or who refuses to comply with the rules 
and regulations in this part or who 
shall, with intent to defraud, in any 
manner willfully and knowingly de-
ceive, mislead, or threaten any client 
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or prospective client, by word, circular, 
letter, or by advertisement. 

(Sec. 3, 23 Stat. 258 (31 U.S.C. 1026)) 

§ 8.52 Disreputable conduct. 
Disreputable conduct for which an 

attorney, certified public accountant, 
or enrolled practitioner may be dis-
barred or suspended from practice be-
fore the Bureau includes, but is not 
limited to: 

(a) Conviction of any criminal of-
fense under the revenue laws of the 
United States; under any other law of 
the United States which the Bureau en-
forces pursuant to Treasury Depart-
ment Order No. 221 (37 FR 11696) effec-
tive July 1, 1972; or for any offense in-
volving dishonesty or breach of trust. 

(b) Giving false or misleading infor-
mation, or participating in any way in 
the giving of false or misleading infor-
mation, to the Bureau or any officer or 
employee thereof, or to any tribunal 
authorized to pass upon matters ad-
ministered by the Bureau in connec-
tion with any matter pending or likely 
to be pending before them, knowing the 
information to be false or misleading. 
Facts or other matters contained in 
testimony, Federal tax returns, finan-
cial statements, applications for en-
rollment, affidavits, declarations, or 
any other document or statement, 
written or oral, are included in the 
term ‘‘information’’. 

(c) Solicitation of employment as 
prohibited under § 8.41, the use of false 
or misleading representations with in-
tent to deceive a client or a prospec-
tive client in order to procure employ-
ment, or intimating that the practi-
tioner is able improperly to obtain spe-
cial consideration or action from the 
Bureau or an officer or employee there-
of. 

(d) Willfully failing to make a Fed-
eral tax return in violation of the rev-
enue laws of the United States, or 
evading, attempting to evade, or par-
ticipating in any way in evading or at-
tempting to evade any Federal tax or 
payment thereof; knowingly counseling 
or suggesting to a client or prospective 
client an illegal plan to evade Federal 
taxes or payment thereof, or con-
cealing assets of himself or herself, or 
of another in order to evade Federal 
taxes or payment thereof. 

(e) Misappropriation of, or failure 
properly and promptly to remit funds 
received from a client for the purpose 
of payment of taxes or other obliga-
tions due the United States. 

(f) Directly or indirectly attempting 
to influence, or offering or agreeing to 
attempt to influence, the official ac-
tion of any officer or employee of the 
Bureau by the use of threats, false ac-
cusations, duress or coercion, by the 
offer of any special inducement or 
promise of advantage or by the bestow-
ing of any gift, favor, or thing of value. 

(g) Disbarment or suspension from 
practice as an attorney or certified 
public accountant by any duly con-
stituted authority of any State, posses-
sion, Commonwealth, the District of 
Columbia, or by any Federal court of 
record. 

(h) Disbarment or suspension from 
practice as an attorney, certified pub-
lic accountant, or other person admit-
ted to practice before the Internal Rev-
enue Service. 

(i) Knowingly aiding and abetting an-
other person to practice before the Bu-
reau during a period of suspension, dis-
barment, or ineligibility of the other 
person. Maintaining a partnership for 
the practice of law, accountancy, or 
other related professional service with 
a person who is under disbarment from 
practice before the Bureau or the 
Intenal Revenue Service is presumed to 
be a violation of this provision. 

(j) Contemptuous conduct in connec-
tion with practice before the Bureau, 
including the use of abusive language, 
making false accusations and state-
ments knowing them to be false, or cir-
culating or publishing malicious or li-
belous matter. 

(k) Willful violatin of any of the reg-
ulations contained in this part. 

[42 FR 33026, June 29, 1977; 42 FR 36455, July 
15, 1977] 

§ 8.53 Initiation of disciplinary pro-
ceedings. 

(a) Receipt of information. If an officer 
or employee of the Bureau has reason 
to believe that an attorney, certified 
public accountant, or enrolled practi-
tioner has violated any of the provi-
sions of this part or engaged in any dis-
reputable conduct as defined in § 8.52, 
the employee shall promptly make a 
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